MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
RIBBY WITH WREA PARISH COUNCIL

Held At Wrea Green Institute

On 11  FEBRUARY 2015 at 19.30 Hours 
Present: Cllr. Mrs. J.L. Wardell (Chairman), Cllrs. J.W. Dobson, 
J.C. Maskell, Mrs. P.A. Naylor, Mrs. C.E. Wheatman, and 
Cty. Cllr. P. Rigby. 
There were six members of the public in attendance.

The Presentation relating to the Solar Park off Browns Lane did not materialise.

15/138 APOLOGIES and DECLARATION of INTERESTS
1. Apologies: Cllrs. K.J. Lupton, J.M.  Molyneux, and Br. Cllr. F.A. Andrews.
2. Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Mrs. Wheatman declared an interest in 15/143 4 (Wild Flower Area) and did not take part in the discussions.
3. Written Request for New SPI Dispensation – None received.

15/139 The MINUTES of the meetings of the 12 January 2015, which had previously been circulated to all councillors, were approved and signed by the Chairman.
15/140 POLICE/CRIME and DISORDER
In the absence of a police officer and with the Chairman being unaware of any information there was no report. There were, however, rumours regarding the future of PACT meetings. Also there are still problems with parking at the junctions of Ribby Avenue/Willow Drive and Willow Drive/Ribby Road.

The Clerk subsequently received an e-mail from CPSO Trevor Sterling that he had been unable to alter his shift and apologised for non attendance.  There had been no reported crime in Wrea Green Village in January 2015 and he was in communication regarding the problems at the Ribby Road junction with North View Farm.  The next PACT meeting is at Church View on 21 February at 1.30 p.m.  He had also arranged some community watch sessions.
15/141 FYLDE BOROUGH/LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCILS
1.1 Lancashire County Councillor Report  - Cllr. Rigby reported that he had 

advised LCC about the hazardous parking at Willow Drive but had received no response. He had also reported the state of the pavement on Ribby Road outside North View Farm and it had since been cleaned up.
The LCC Budget meeting is on the 12 February when it is expected that a 1.99% community tax rise will be resolved.  In the original budget it was proposed to discontinue school crossing operators but the Conservative members had fought hard and it is believed that this proposal will not now materialise. The purchase of the Preston bus station has adversely affected the budget as has the proposal to employ another Trade Union representative at a cost o £40K.

The road resurfacing programme for 2015/16 has not been published but Cllr. Rigby will press for Ribby Road to be included. Precise information should be available by the next meeting.
Cllr. Mrs. C.E. Wheatman raised the problem of deep and worsening potholes on Ribby Road near to Blackburn’s Farm.  Cllr. Rigby will progress matters. 
Cllr. J.W. Dobson raised the issue that Red Row was using a new entrance to the North View development at a point where there was not a dropped kerb. Cllr. Rigby stated that this would only be a temporary measure and Red Row would repair any damage caused on the public highway when the development was nearing fruition.
1.2. Fylde Borough Councillor Report – In the absence of Cllr. F.R. Andrews the Clerk reported the ward councillor had advised him that he had taken up on behalf of a resident the hazardous car parking at the end of Willow Drive with the County Councillor.
2. Three Tier Forum – The Council had no items to be included on the agenda.

15/142 PLANNING  
1. Update from CAPOW – John Rowson had circulated the latest newsletter prior to the meeting and there were no further issues raised. Mr. Rowson mentioned that it was rumoured that a planning application was in the offing relating to upper Mill Lane.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Rowson and the CAPOW team for their input at the latest DMC meeting which had assisted in the refusal of the housing development off Willow Drive.
15/143 RECREATION GROUNDS and OPEN SPACES 
1. Field Day Committee Use of The Green – 4 July 2015 – It was RESOLVED that the annual Field Day event could go ahead subject to the usual conditions relating to the Green. 
2. French Boules Court at Wray Crescent Play Area (15/118 3) – The chairman reported that there was no further progress but a visit would soon take place at the Preston site to ascertain the exact requirements.
3. Replacement Tree and Pruning Exercise at Wray Crescent – The Clerk advised that Progress Housing had still not made a final decision and was currently looking at the original licence. It was RESOLVED that it was prudent to leave matters until a definite way forward was established with Progress Housing.
The Mayor’s oak tree at the Wray Crescent Play Area had died so it was agreed that the Clerk would approach FBC to ascertain whether it was possible to obtain a replacement, albeit not necessarily an oak.

4. Wild Flower Area on The Green (Appendix 8) -  John Wheatman reported that after consideration due to the potential cost and the problem of the ducks eating the seed that the latest preferred plan was just to extend the existing Wildflower Area down to the Dub - an area of approximately 16 square metres using wild flower matting strips. The cost of undertaking this will be in the region of £832. This would ensure early establishment after the area is prepared. It was RESOLVED that this programme is followed and the Clerk would contact Richard Lancaster to take off the turf of the extended area and undertake verti-draining which would help to establish the wildflower matting.  It is expected that all the preparatory work will be undertaken before the next Council meeting.   
15/ 144 VILLAGE ACTIVITIES/HIGHWAYS 

1. General Highway Matters – Cllr. J.W. Dobson queried whether the new BT operational primary connection boxes which were much larger than the existing BT  boxes needed planning permission. The Clerk felt that it was not necessary but will approach FBC.
2. Fylde in Bloom Group Update (15/121.3) – Cllr. Mrs. P.A. Naylor reported that a group had been formed and an initial meeting had been held with a second expected to take place before the Council’s March meeting.  It was proposed that the WI would not be asked to undertake the deadheading maintenance of the tubs this year and that task will be done by this group.  It was also suggested that people could be organised to adopt the maintenance of a tub. Cllr. Mrs. Naylor advised that The Plant Emporium will still be commissioned to prepare the tubs but it had also been agreed to select less time consuming plants this year. It was RESOLVED that Cllr. Mrs. Naylor’s recommendation is followed on the basis that the group maintenance programme was sustainable but that a letter of thanks should be sent by the Council to the WI thanking them for their work over the last three years.
3. Christmas Tree Guy Ropes – Cllr. J.W. Dobson advised that the guy rope situation at the 2014 Christmas tree was a health and safety problem, particularly as the stakes had been left unattended for a period after the tree had been removed. It was RESOLVED that this matter is given further consideration next Christmas and a full risk assessment undertaken incorporating this issue.
15/145 FINANCIAL and STANDING ORDERS MATTERS

1. Parish Council Draft Accounts for the Period Ended 31 January 2015 

(Appendix 2) – The Clerk circulated this information prior to the meeting and outlined the budget comparisons which were accepted and approved. The Clerk advised that only a modest element of income, bank interest, was now expected this financial year.
2.  Individual Budget Adjustments – The Clerk advised that if the additional expenditure was spent on the local Wray Crescent open spaces the budget would be exceeded.  It was RESOLVED that the budget would be increased by £500-00 and the Village Amenity budget reduced by the same amount.  In addition there was still some expenditure needed at the garages to obviate the parking problem by the electricity supply box and it was agreed that the budget could be increased by £500 again at the expense of the Village Amenity budget.  On this basis the overall original budget would be maintained.  All other expenditure should be within annual budgets other than staff costs if a new Clerk is appointed before the year end. Any additional cost will be met from the general reserve or from reserves in anticipation of the special budget allocated in 2015/16 for the cost involved.
3. Payment of Accounts:-
3.1. Confirmation of payment of accounts :-

Direct Debit  United Utilits
Waste Water at Toilets
£ 29-96 net

Direct Debit
E-On

Electricity to Toilets

£ 38-02 net £ 39-92 gr

Direct Debit
E-On

Electricity to Green

£ 30-69 net £ 32-22 gr

Direct Debit 
United Utilits
Water to Toilets

£119-92 net

3.2. The following accounts were approved for payment:-

100577 H.J. Gigg

February Salary
       
£641-61 net

100578 L. Weatherby
February Salary
      
£210-00 net


100579 HMRC

February Payment
            £178-99 net

100580 SLCC


Advertising Clerk Post         £ 50-00 net £ 60-00  gr 100581 JM Seervices (NW) Installation of C. Tree
£450-00 net £540-00 gr 100582 W.G. Institute
Donation lieu of rent

£150-00 net

 
100583 Johnson Publishers Advertising Clerk’s Post       £246-00 net £295-20 gr
4. Review of Council’s Standing Orders (Appendix 3) – It was RESOLVED that the existing standing orders be maintained.
5. Review of Council’s Internal Auditor and letter of Engagement 2015/16 (Appendix 6) – It was RESOLVED that Alan Greening is re-elected as internal auditor and that the letter of engagement is accepted.
6. Entry Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition 2015 – It was RESOLVED that the village would enter the 2015 competition and the entry fee of £25-00 would be met from the appropriate budget. However, the primary school should be omitted this year and The Grapes not included. In addition, the two housing development areas off Richmond Avenue and North View Farm should be treated as exclusion zones.
7. Renewal of Zurich’ Local Council Advisory Service – It was RESOLVED that the Council will continue with this Health and Safety aid as it was considered to be an excellent support and reference vehicle. 
15/146  PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS  
1. The Enhancement programme for the Conservation Area – The Wainhomes section 106 moneys will be available soon so the proposed programme needs arranging and instigated as soon as possible. FBC is already aware of the situation and Cllr. Andrews has been liaising with Paul Drinnan on the matter. The FBC promised alternative programme plan relating to the centre of the village has not and will not materialise so matters will be left to this Council to set up a programme.  Cllr. Mrs. P.A. Naylor, Conservation Committee Chairman, has obtained a quote to upgrade all 54 lampposts in the area at circa £50K. With the budgeted Council support on this basis there will be a shortfall of circa £3500 which could, if necessary, be covered from reserves. Cllr. Mrs. P.A. Naylor felt that LCC may also be able to assist with the shortfall by either reducing overall cost or by way of contribution. It was RESOLVED to take matters forward.
2. Changing the Thatched Cottages on Church Row to Grade 2 Listed – The Clerk advised that FBC had approached the Council for its views. Cllr. Mrs. P.A. Naylor advised that English Heritage had decided on two previous occasions that in view of the modernisation to the back of these properties and their revised differences not to change their conservation status. It was RESOLVED that on this basis there was no evidence to be able to recommend any change.

3. Suggested Name for North View Farm Development Road – The Clerk advised that FBC had asked for suggested street name for this development. It was RESOLVED that the recommended name should be North View Fold.

Cllr. J.W. Dobson raised an issue that following this Council recommending street names at the Richmond Avenue extension development there had been no notification from FBC of the decision. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact FBC regarding the proposed names of the four closes on the Wainhomes’ development.

4. Review of the Council’s Risk Assessment Policy Documents (Appendices 4) – It was RESOLVED that the documents were still relevant.
5. Review of Council’s Emergency Procedures (Appendix 5) – It was RESOLVED that the papers were still appropriate.
6. Review of The Council’s Policies Strategy (Appendix 7) – It was RESOLVED that the current policy strategies should remain unchanged.
7. Lancashire County Council Parish Conference – 21 March 2015 – The Clerk advised that the County had issued an invitation for two members of the Council to attend the Burnley based conference.  It was RESOLVED that the Chairman would attend.

8. Progress Report on Appointment of a New Clerk – The Chairman advised that a shortlist of 4 had been selected for interview.  The Council was currently formulating the questions.

15/147  CLERK’S REPORT (Appendix 1)

The Clerk’s report, which was circulated to all members before the meeting, was noted and accepted.

15/148 The Meeting Closed at 21.28 Hours
The Next Meeting is on the 11 March 2015. 


Cllr. Mrs. J.L. Wardell




 11 March 2015
Chairman

